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SPEECH 


- The Biſhop. of Carliſle 


The Houſe of LORDS; . 


Some OBSERVATIONS uponit. 


My Lords, 


QC HE Matter now propounded is of marvellous Weight and Conſcquence, 
wherein are two Points chiefly to be conſidered 3 The Firſt, Whether King 
Richard be ſufficiently put out of His Throne ? The Second, Whether the 
Duke of Laxcafter be lawfully taken in ? For the Firft, how can that be ſuf- 
ficiently done, when there is no Power ſufficient to do it ? The Parliament 
cannot, for of the Parliament the King is the Head, and can the Body put 

down the Head ? You will ſay, but the Head may bow. it ſelf down, and (ſo may the King re- 

ſign : It is true, but what force is in that which is done by force, and? who knows not 
that King Richard's Reſignation was no other ? But ſhould we ſuppoſe he was ſufficiently out, 
yet how comes the Duke of Lancaſter to be lawfully in? If you ſay by Gonqueſt, you ſpeak 

Treaſon, for what Conquett without Arms 3 and can a Subje& lawfully take Arms againſt 

bis lawful Sovercign, and not be Treaſon ? No, if you fay by Election of the State, you 

ſpeak not Reaſon, for what Power has the State to ele& while any is living that has right 
to ſucceed ? but ſuch a Succeſſor is not the the Duke of Lancaſter, &c. Silent leges inter Av- 


ne. What diſputing of Titles againſt the preſent ſiream-of Power ? But however it is ex- 
7 | Yeme injuſtice that King Riehard ſhould be condemncd without being hcard, or once al- 


VF K; qd bw'd to make his defence. And now, my Lords, I have ſpoken this at this time, that you 
ST nay conſider of it before it is too late, for as yet it is in your power to undo that juſtly, 
which you have unjuſtly dove, - h 

This Speech was uttered in the Lords Houſe in Parliament in the beginning of Henry 
the Fourth's time, who was the firſt of the Line of Laxcaſter that uſurped this Crown of 
Exgland: And it was hoped by all good Men, ( that have any regard td a fair Reputation 
in this World, or that believe there will bea Day of reckoning in the World to come ) that 
we ſhould never have feen ſuch lewd and villanous Actions repeated in oar Age, as to make 


but fince the contrary 15 too apparent, it will behove every Perſon of this Nation ſeriouſly 
to conlider of theſe two things 3 firſt, Whether the ſuſtance and matrer contained in this 
Speech be true, honeſt and juſt, or no? and if jt be refolved-in the Affirmative, then ſecond- 
ly, Whether in honcſt Policy and Prudence we ought to follow this advice, for the ſecuring 
the publick quiet and peace of this Nation. | 

. As tothe former point, a Word or two (hall be only ſaid, not ſo much to inform as to 
put Pcople in remembrance upon theſe following Heads, what the Word of God obligeth 
us to in this matter, what the DoGrines of the Church of England teach 3 and laſtly, what 
the known Laws and Statutes of this Realm declare in this bufineſs upon every of theſe 
Heads, multitudes of Quotations might ealily be produced, but one or two upon cach ſhall 
(uffice. As to the tirit, the Scripture ſays in expreſs terms, That Rebellion is as the ſin of 
| witchcraft > now conlider, in what words could God Almighty ſhew a higher Detcſtation of 
this damnaþle ſin of Rebellion, than by this Similitude; for as the Compa& made BE- 


A. TWEEN 


| 


the fore-going Speech fo necflary to be peruſed and examined again in theſe our Days 3 


TWEEN THE DEVIL and the Witch,. is a Combination to abdicate'and* defert® 

God, and to dethrone-him of the-Sovereign Power, that he by natural Right of Creation } 
has over. his Creatures; ſo Rebellion,- ſays this- unerrivg holy- Spirit, 45--as this fin. of | 
Witchcraſt, which defigns to dethrorve God's Vicegerents, our lawtul King, whom he has 

placed over us. It this be the Word of God, how can any Pcrſon be fo: impudent as } 
to fay that Rebellion is not a damning Sin ? and fince we know alſo that Lycifer was the 
firſt Rebel. As to the ſecond Head, moſt Engliſh-men do communicatein the Church of Exg- FF 


land, or to qualific them have communigated therein, .and thereby are Members thereof :/ © 


Now ſurely every good Chriſtian muſt believe that Church to be the beſt and moſt con+\ 


formable to the Word of God, that he voluntary communicates in, ard is a Member of { 
If ſhe is the beſt Church in our belief, then we *do, alſo believe her DoGtines to be truq 
and agreeable to God's Word, *for if any of her DoQrines be falſe in our Opinion, ther? 
we cannot believe her to be the beſt Church, and ſo muſt renounce her Communion, and 
ſeck fome other : Now our Church of 'Eigland does abbot that 'damnable Deuctrine of the. 
Feſuitz own Invention, viz. That Spbya ; ufov. or upon pretence” of Renpfoi may fight! 
2gainft and depoſe-their tawful Sovercign, Now I dare affiim not any tn of their other 
Tenets has made them fo hateful to all good: Men, as 'this pernicious onez now ſhall we- 
abhor them ſo exceedingly for this depoling DofErine, and yet praQice the ſame our (elves, 
then certainly we muſt for the future either hate our (clves, or elfc take thoſe Feſvits and em- 
*bbrace them in our boſoms3 for we are and muſt be accounted the Diſciples and Followers 
of thofe Maſiers, whoſe-Ruules and Precepts we put in practice, And if any body doubts 
- whether the Church of England declares Rebellion againſt their lawful Prince to be a dam- 
ning Sin, upon any account whatſoeyer, nay, tho they be evil Princes, Ict him read her Homi- 
ly againſt Rebellion, which confiſts of fix parts, all which are full and expreſs in this matter. - 

Now let us fce what the Statutes of this Realm declare the antient and preſent Law to" 
be, as what is Rebellion, which is fo great a Sin by the expreſs Word of God. 

- The famous Statute of the 25th Edw. 3. Cav, 2. fays expreſly thus. If any Man do levy 
War 3gain(i our Loid the King in his Realm, or be adherent to the King's Enemies in his} - 
Realm, giving them Aid and Comfort in the Realm or elſewhere, are guilty of High Treaſon : 
And ſure they that ame to take the King's Crown, are his Enemies with a witnc(s, as the 
Duke of Lancafter did, againſt whom-this Speech'is dire&ed : So now, *tis very plain, that 
as Rebellion is a damnable Sin, iſo our Law ſhews what Rebellion is. Then let vs examir 
whether by our Laws we may in any cafe Rebel, or take up Arms againſt our Prince >, and for. 
this: peruſe the Statute of 13 Car. 2. Cap, 1.. which obligeth all Perſons in Corporations tc 
take: this following Oath; 1 A. B.” do declare and believe that it is not lawful upon any 
pretence whatſoever, to take' Arms againſt the King, and that I do abhor that traiterous poſition 
of taking eArms by 'bis Authority againſt his Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are commiſſioned by | 
bim : So belp me God, Now though the obligation to take this Oath is not univerſal upon 
every Subject, yct the ſubſtance: and matter of it is undoubted Law, viz. That it is a trai> 
terous poſition upon any pretence whatſoever to take up Arms againſl onr Prince, or thoſe commiſ. 
fioned by him. It this be undoubtedly the Law, as it is, let us a& according to th/ 
L aw, who have bcen fo angry with others becaule they did contrary to Law; and-th 
Maxim has been allowed in all Ages to be. true, that'it is a preſumption in any Perſon: 
or in any number of private Men, to think themfclves wiſer than the Law. 

And now let it be maturely conlidered whether it had not been well for this King- 
dom, if: the Advice given in this Speech had been followed 5 for who is ignorant, that 
knows any thing of our Hiſtory, of the many thouſand Lives that were loft in the 
bloody diſpute for the Crown, between the Houſes of York and Lancaſter; more Engliſh 
Blood was ſpent in this unnatural War, than in twice Conquering the Kingdom of France 3 
they that compute the leaſt, ſay it coſt above one Hundred Thouſand Lives. Ah! How 
diſmal a: Scene does this repreſent to our view, that have any true and ſober Love for our 
native Country and; Country-men 3 and how likely we are to come to the ſame pals again, 
of one Brother kiliing the other, and the Son his Father, let every Man of ſenfe be judg, 
If we vegle& the opportunity we now have, tore-ſcttle us again upon the foundations of 
our known Laws; our Children, nay, our Childiens Children may be bound to curſe our 
head-ſirong Humcr, that made us ſo like the deaf Adder, as to fiop our Ears to the voice 
of: the Charmer 3 that is, the word of God, and the Laws of our Land, T ſhall only 
remark this one thing to all ſober Exgliſ Men, That there 1s not one Inliance mn all our 
Hiſtory of almoſt theſe Thouſand Years laſt paſt, that that Family which were known to 
have the Right of the Crown by lawful deſcent, wereever deprived of it totally. It is true, 
that Force and nominal Aqts of Parliament made by Kirgs de fado, have depoſed particular 
Perſons that had the lawful Right to the Crown 3 but yet, always Right overcame Might 
at the laſt, and Peace was never firmly ſettled until the right Heir repoſlefled the Throne. | 


FINIS. 


